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STATUS OF SCHEDULED CASTES IN INDIA

According to the 1991 Census, the total population of Scheduled
castes is 106.23 millions, i.e.,16.73% of the total Indian population.
Mainly six states account for two-thirds of SC population in India. The
highest number of SCs is found in Uttar Pradesh (22.3% of total SC
population). Andhra Pradesh occupies the fifth position with 7.6% of
SC population in India. About 84% of SCs live in rural areas employed
agricultural labourers in marginal and petty occupations.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The present paper examines the enrolment status of scheduled
caste students in Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University in the light of the
UGC guidelines for admissions in Universities and colleges. This analysis
helps us to assess the level of awareness among S.C. students regarding
Open University education.
The specific objectives of the study are:

(1)    To examine how far the Dr.B.RAmbedkar Open University is
adhering to the rules prescribed by UGC for reservation of seats
for SCs;

(2)   To examine the trends in SC enrolments in DR.BRAOU.during
the years 1988-89 to 1993-94; region-wise study of the SC enrolments
in Dr.BRAOU;

(3)    District-wise analysis of SC enrolment in Dr.BRAOU; and

(4)    Male-female ratio of SC enrolments.

METHODOLOGY

The study is based on the data collected from the Evaluation
Reports brought out by the Centre for Evaluation of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar
Open University and the data regarding SC population (district-wise)
obtained from Andhra Pradesh Year book 1994 (Refer to APPENDIX
for district-wise SC Population). The data have been analysed against
the background of the above stated objectives. The results have been
presented in the form of tables and graphs.
The Coefficient of Equality (C.E.) has been calculated in order to know
the progress of SC enrolments in Dr.BRAOU. The C.E. has been
calculated using the formula;-
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